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From Our Director 
 
Welcome to Illinois PTA District 37!  I have the 
honor and the privilege of being the District 37 
Director for the next two years.  District 37 is made 
up of 61 local units and 3 councils.  If every unit 
recruited members to equal the membership cards 
received this year, we would have over 27,500 
members in our District alone.  We are one of the 
biggest Districts (measured by units and members) 
in the state.  With this in mind, I urge you to strive 
for two-way communication with the District 
Board.  We will attempt to reach out to you through 
newsletters 5 times a year, e-mails, trainings, your 
council presidents, and our website: www.ilpta-
d37.org.  Please let us know if you need something 
more specific or simply have a question at anytime.  
Our contact information is listed at the end of this 
newsletter. 
 
Thank you for joining us at our District 37 Packet 
Orientation held in early August.  I truly hope you 
were able to go home feeling you had gained 
valuable information that will help you ensure 
success for PTA this year.  Your honest feedback on 
this year’s orientation is appreciated; we will be 
using your feedback to enhance next year’s event.  
Please be sure to share all the information you 
gathered with your PTA unit.  The president 
(representative attending) is the only person to 
receive this, your chairmen and members will be 
looking to you for these resources.   
 
Much like your boards, the District 37 board has 
been planning this year’s events throughout the 
summer months.  Our theme this year has been 
aligned with Illinois PTA’s theme and we hope it 
serves our community well: Ensuring Every Child’s 
Success by Engaging Every Child’s Family.  What 
does engaging mean to you?  Some of the terms that 

come to mind are: volunteering, helping with school 
(homework), becoming leaders, and advocating.  
This is PTA.  District 37 hopes to help our PTAs 
reach this goal. 

 
By now, all units should have their audits 
completed, goals and theme created, and budgets 
proposed.  If you have not completed these tasks 
yet, please add these items to your “urgent” list and 
work on them as soon as possible.  Remember: a 
PTA budget is based on the PTA goals which must 
support the mission and objects of PTA. 
 
As you begin this school year’s activities, be sure 
you have a membership booth set up.  Do your best 
to engage families and make them a part of PTA.  
The top three units with a membership increase over 
last year’s numbers by December 31, 2009 will 
achieve the 3 for Free Challenge.  See the 
membership article for details. 
 
I want to invite you to “Focus on the Family” at the 
District 37 Annual Meeting with us.  It will be at the 
The Seville, 700 S. Barrington Road in Streamwood 
on Monday, October 19.  Registration and a cash 
bar begin at 6pm.  The meeting will begin at 
6:45pm.  Our District 37 Nominating Committee 
will be elected and we will be honoring those units 
that achieved the membership challenge last year as 
well as our Local Unit Honor Award winners.  
Please join us for a fun night to celebrate all that 
you do for children and family.  Remember that 
reservations are due no later than October 1. 
 
Remember that my board and I are available to help 
at any time.   

Have a great year! 
Nicole 
Nicole Fentem 
Illinois PTA District 37 Director 
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 TREASURER – Barb Quinn 
 
Back to School TBack to School TBack to School TBack to School Tips for Treasurersips for Treasurersips for Treasurersips for Treasurers    
 
As school resumes, are you prepared to begin your 
activities?  One of the first items of business for the 
PTA treasurer is the preparation and presentation of 
the annual budget—an outlined estimate of income 
and expenses for the year.  While the Treasurer is 
often the chair of the Budget & Finance committee, 
the responsibility for the creation of the budget rests 
with the committee.  Effective budgeting takes into 
consideration the goals and past practices of the 
association, as well as the approved programs, 
projects and services of the association.  Once the 
budget has been drafted, the PTA board considers 
the budget then recommends the adoption by the 
association’s general membership.  A simple 
majority vote is necessary to adopt the budget.   
Any changes to the budget, whether in income or 
expenditures must be presented as an amendment to 
the budget and be presented to the general 
membership. 
 
This budget will cover the fiscal year established in 
your bylaws. 
 
Monthly financial reports will keep the PTA board 
and membership informed on the progress of the 
budget.  These reports are presented and then filed 
for audit—no action is taken on the individual 
reports until the conclusion of the fiscal year, when 
the reports are verified by the PTA audit.   
 
One of the areas that often cause confusion is the 
collection of membership dues.  Here are a few tips 
to assist you: 
 

• Work with the membership chair to keep 
accurate records including the number, 
names and addresses of members; 

• Issue receipts if and when requested;  
(be sure to distribute membership cards) 

• Dues receipts include the local, state and 
national membership dues portions, but only 
the local portion should be considered 
income to the PTA; 

• Follow established PTA procedures when 
money is collected and counted;  

• Deposit funds immediately; and 

• Remit dues to the state office as prescribed 
in the bylaws.  The first dues payment must 
be submitted postmarked by October 1st 
annually. 

 
It is always a good idea to have a check and balance 
system in place where money is concerned.  The 
Illinois PTA recommends: 
 

• Bank statements be mailed to the PTA 
president for review before reconciliation by 
the treasurer; 

• Blank checks not be signed; 
• Funds should be counted by at least two (2) 

people and verified by the treasurer; 
• Financial reports be based on a calendar 

month; and 
• An Annual Report is to be completed at the 

conclusion of the fiscal year. 
 
The job of PTA Treasurer can seem overwhelming!  
Please remember that we are here to help—answer 
questions, provide advice and assistance—since we 
are only a phone call or e-mail away. 
 
 
 

 
Ensuring Every Child’s Future  

by 
Engaging Every Child’s Family 

 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER   
 

September 21, 2009 – Illinois PTA Road to Success 
             6:30pm at Patton, AH 
 

October 19, 2009 –  Annual Dinner, 6PM 
  General MTG 6:45pm  
  The Seville, Streamwood 
 
October 20, 2009 – Illinois PTA Road to Success 
  6pm at Hunting Ridge, PAL   
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MEMBERSHIP – Liz Chlopowicz 
 
Well, the kids are “Back to School” again and 
there’s no better time to conduct a membership 
recruiting campaign.  Many of us approach 
recruitment as an obligation to our children and our 
school – it usually is, after all, the PTA that 
supports those “extras” everyone has come to 
expect at our schools for our children. 
 
Membership is a chance to make our voices heard.  
We can do that by serving on a committee alone and 
get to meet new people, or work with a friend on 
something you both enjoy; we can do that by 
serving as an officer or leader; we can do that by 
helping a new family get involved; we can do that 
by attending PTA events at our local unit, the 
District Annual Meeting, the Illinois PTA 
Convention, or the National PTA Convention.  
Membership is really an opportunity to decide 
which activities to participate in, it’s a chance to 
decide how and where to volunteer our time and 
decide which fund-raisers to support. 
 
Two years ago, District 37 issued a challenge to our 
PTAs to increase membership by 2% and then 
another 2% for last year.  We congratulate those 
PTAs who achieved that goal and strengthened their 
voice throughout their community, their state, and 
their Nation.  That voice can make good things 
happen for our kids! 

 
This year, District 37 
is taking that 
challenge up a notch 
with the Three for 
Free Campaign.  The 
three PTA units with 
the largest percentage 
of membership 
growth by December 
31, 2009, will each 
receive one free 
delegate registration 
to the 2010 Illinois 

PTA convention to be held March 12 to 14 at the 
Holiday Inn Select in Naperville, IL.   
 
Just think of how much larger your voice will be.  
Your PTA will have a broader outreach in your 
community, you may get new members who will be 

future leaders, you’ll have more representation at 
the state and national levels -- you’ll simply have 
more connections! 
 
Please join us in making PTA bigger and better than 
before! 
 

 

 
 
 
SCHOLARSHIP – Jeanne Hamilton 
 
One of the ways that we celebrate the “T” in PTA is 
through the Illinois PTA Lillian E. Glover 
Scholarship program.  This scholarship program 
rewards students seeking education degrees in 
college and fill the ranks of our future teachers.  
While Illinois PTA’s Scholarship program has 
undergone many changes since its inception in 
1935, it has provided more than $2,400,000 to high 
school seniors.  Annually this program awards over 
$20,000 in scholarships. 
 
There are a few changes that will be implemented 
this year to the program.  First, the amounts have 
gone up.  The first place prize that our students will 
be applying for is $2500 instead of $1000 and the 
second place prize has increased to $1000 from 
$500.  While the amounts have gone up, the 
winners will be selected from Illinois PTA Field 
Service Areas instead of Districts.  There will be 
more information on this to come. 
 
One thing is for sure.  All units need to support the 
Scholarship program.  If every PTA unit would 
budget $75.00 annually for the program, it would 
ensure the funding of this vital program!  I hope all 
District 37 PTA units will take up this challenge 
that supports the next generation of teachers! 
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LEGISLATION – Paula Saban 

The “dog days” of summer 
have not slowed the pace of 
news on both the state and 
national level, as we have 
watched the budget battles and 
policy debates unfold in 
Springfield, Washington, and 
across the nation. Here is a 
brief recap with links for 
additional information.  

State Level 

The Illinois State Board of Education met on 7/21 
to review the budget for FY 2010. The General 
Assembly charged the board with the requirement 
of making very deep cuts. A staggering $475 
million in program funding had to be eliminated. 
While the State Board (www.isbe.net) posted a line-
by-line breakdown of the budget here are some of 
the more significant cuts: 

• $6M from Alternative and Safe Schools grants; 

• $223M from Early Childhood programs and 
Children’s Mental Health programs; 

• $3M (total elimination) for educating homeless 
children; 

• Huge cuts (in some cases 100%) in many other 
programs including Gifted Education and 
Truancy programs. 

The Illinois PTA urges all of us to contact the 
Governor’s office and stress the importance of 
using discretionary appropriations to maintain 
programs (see above partial list and the July 29 
Monday Monitor for additional ones) proven to 
improve the lives of students and families in 
Illinois. Contact information can be found on the 
Illinois PTA website, www.illinoispta.org. 

Federal Level  

“Race to the Top” is a new $4.35 billion initiative 
announced by President Obama and Education 
Secretary Duncan which will award grants to those 
states leading the way on school reform. States have 
to meet four guidelines to be eligible for a cut of the 
billions: 

• Develop and adopt higher internationally-
benchmarked standards; 

• Build a data system that can track student 
achievement beginning in kindergarten and use 
the data to reward best teachers, support 
struggling ones and replace underperforming 
ones; 

• Improve the quality of teachers and principals; 

• Turn around low performing schools. 

The 8/17 Chicago Tribune editorial offers some 
interesting perspectives on what steps our state 
needs to take to receive this highly competitive 
additional funding. 

Final thought 

A number of our elected state and federal 
representatives will be in their home districts 
through Labor Day, offering an excellent 
opportunity for us to share our thoughts on policies 
and funding as related to education and families. As 
PTA advocates, please seize these opportunities to 
have your voice heard! 

 
 
HOSPITALITY – Terrie Poczatek  
 

Thank you to all those that 
attended the Packet 
Orientation.  PTA is always 
striving to promote being 
healthy, so I hope you 
stopped by and enjoyed your 

healthy snack for that extra burst of energy.   
 
I am looking forward to seeing each on of you at the 
annual dinner meeting!    
 

 

 
Annual Meeting 

Monday, October 19, 2009 
Registration begins at 6 PM 

The Seville, 700 Barrington Rd., Streamwood 
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REFLECTIONS – Joan Scovic 
 
It's time for Reflections!   

 
Reflections is the National PTA Arts program that 
asks students to get creative!  Projects are 
developed by students reflecting an annual theme.  
The theme for the 40th anniversary of this program 
is “Beauty Is. . .”  Projects can be created in six 
different categories:  Musical Composition, Visual 
Arts, Photography, Dance Choreography, Literature 
and Film/Video Production.  Students at each 
school should contact their local unit’s Reflections 
Chairperson for complete program details for their 
school.  Forms and category rules can also be found 
at www.pta.org or www.illinoispta.org. 

Reflections Due Dates: 

The due dates for local units to have projects to 
their councils are: 

Arlington Heights Council: 
October 23, 2009 

 

Northwest Suburban Council:   
November 20, 2009 

 

Schaumburg Township Council:   
November 20, 2009 

For more information on reflections at the council 
level, please contact the following chairs: 

• Arlington Heights Council 

Reflections Chair TBA.  Contact your council 
presidents: 

Sue Coops, 847-394-4319 
suecoops@yahoo.com 

Joyce Stenzel, 847-392-5939 
jmstenzel@aol.com 

•  Schaumburg Township Council 

Tammy Loch, 847-884-7730 
jerntamfbn@juno.com 

 •  Northwest Suburban Council  

Joan Scovic, 847-991-0093 
thescovics@hotmail.com 

  

LEADERSHIP – Tom Goodrich 

 

Welcome to a new school year!  I am Tom 
Goodrich and the District 37 Leadership 
Chairperson.    Throughout the year, we will 
provide PTA courses such as “PTA Road to 
Success”, “ABCs of PTA Finance”, “President’s 
Course” and “PTA and the Law”.  All of these are 
excellent courses that will teach you about PTA and 
what actions we can take to lead our local PTAs to 
success.  These courses are offered at the District 
level in the fall and spring.  They can also be 
offered to your local PTA.  All you have to do is 
ask! 
 
Throughout the year, I will be offering other helpful 
leadership information.   If you have an idea, please 
contact me.  Is there an area of leadership we should 
offer training for?  If so, tell me your idea and we 
can make it reality.  I am here to help make us 
stronger leaders. 
 
Tom Goodrich 
District 37 Leadership Chairperson 
tgoodrich@ync.net    
 
 
 
“Iron rusts from disuse, stagnant water loses its 
purity, and in cold weather becomes frozen; even so 
does inaction sap the vigors of the mind.” 

Leonardo da Vinci 
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NEWSLETTER – Michele Sheppard 
Tips for an appropriate PTA NewsletterTips for an appropriate PTA NewsletterTips for an appropriate PTA NewsletterTips for an appropriate PTA Newsletter    
 
 

1. A PTA-sponsored newsletter should have an 
easily identifiable PTA title. 
 

2. The PTA president’s message must be 
prominent. 

 

3. It must contain material from the BOTH Illinois 
PTA and National PTA, reprinted or rewritten, 
AND the source credited.  

 

4. It must contain information about PTA 
committees, activities and events. (fundraising 
is not an event)  

 

5. Each newsletter must support and promote the 
PTA mission and purposes. 

 

6. All newsletters are required to follow the PTA 
policies of being noncommercial, nonsectarian 
and nonpartisan at all times. 

 

7. The content cannot include material that is not 
consistent with the PTA’s 501(c) (3) status. 

 

8. No endorsements in the name of PTA can be 
made. 

 

9. Include school and PTA news regarding honors 
and awards for students and teachers, health 
information from the school nurse, upcoming 
meeting information, and current PTA projects 
and activities. 

 

10. Encourage the PTA chairs and school principal, 
as well as other “experts,” to contribute articles 
for the newsletter. 

 

11. Be sure to add school calendars and proposed 
changes in curriculum or school board policy. 

 

12. Don’t publish copyrighted material without the 
permission of the owner.   

 
For more ideas as to what should 
be included in a PTA newsletter, 
watch for upcoming articles and in 
the meantime check out the 
National PTA website: 
www.pta.org and the Illinois PTA 
website: www.illinoispta.org.  
 

TECHNOLOGY – Brent Fentem 
Source: www.commonsensemedia.org/cheating-goes-hi-tech 
*all facts from the Common Sense Media June 2009 study 

Did you know?  
� More than 8 in 10 kids (83%) have cell phones; 

53% have had them since they were 12 or 
younger*  

� More than 35% admitted to using their cell 
phones to cheat.  

� 52% admitted to some form of cheating 
involving the Internet.  

� 38% said they copied text from Web sites and 
turned it in as their own work.  

� 65% of students with cell phones say they use 
them during school, but only 23% of parents 
think their kids are using them during school.  

� 69% of schools have cell policies that don’t 
permit cell use, but more than half of all kids 
ignore them.  
 

Things parents can do: 
� Be aware that when you hand your kids a phone, 

you're giving them communications superpowers. 
� Do your homework. 
� Don’t assume that your children automatically 

know what’s right and wrong. 
� If you suspect your child is cheating, check the 

phone.  
� Review school policies. 
� Even if they would never cheat, have the talk. 

 

DISTRICT 37 COUNCIL CORNER  

 

Northwest Suburban Council 
 
Northwest Suburban Council of PTA/PTSA is 
starting this year off with a parent educational 
program from PHD or The Society for the 
Preservation of Human Dignity.  The program is 
titled “Now We’re Talking!” which will educate 
parents and teach them how to talk to their pre-
adolescents about healthy sexuality.  This evening is 
meant only for parents and our hope is that this 
program will help parents coach their children 
through this sensitive but important milestone.  
Please join us on Monday, September 21, 2009 at 
7pm in the theater at Sundling Jr. High (1100 N. 
Smith Rd in Palatine).  

Lynn Topp 
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DISTRICT 37 COUNCIL CORNER 
(Continued) 

 

Arlington Heights Council of PTAs 
 

DISTRICT 25 SCHOOLS GO GREEN: 
Dryden, Greenbrier, Ivy Hill, Olive, Patton, 

Westgate, Windsor, South and Thomas 
 

The beginning of a new school year is always a 
good time to reflect on the past year. Again, as we 
set our new goals for the upcoming school year, we 
are very proud of the success that the Arlington 
Heights Council of PTAs have had.  Our elementary 
and middle schools have concentrated very hard on 
going “GREEN” this past year.  We have made 
some major reductions in paper by going paperless 
in every school in the district. This has been 
accomplished by no longer having families receive 
a paper copy of our Friday packets. Some of our 
schools have even taken it one step further, and no 
longer give a paper copy of their monthly 
newsletter.  
 

We have also taken on waste reduction in our 
lunchrooms this year in several of our schools. The 
PTAs at those schools have encouraged the children 
and parents to pack waste free lunches at least once 
a week.  These lunches have to be packed with 
reusable containers and reusable lunchboxes. On 
those days, nothing from the lunch can be thrown 
away. Besides the decrease in waste that day, it also 
is saving the parents money by decreasing the 
amount of paper and plastic products they would 
have used.  One school in our district even gives the 
students reusable cloth napkins to use at lunchtime.  
Many of our PTAs have started Ecology and 
Recycling Clubs at their schools to educate the 
children on recycling, composting and energy 
saving methods.  A few of the schools have even 
celebrated Earth Day with an Earth Fair and Go 
Green Nights.  We also have a school in the district 
that has a solar panel that has been placed at the 
school this was a combined effort of the teachers 
and students at that school working together to cut 
energy costs. 
 

We hope that as your school year starts if you have 
not started the “Go Green Campaign” at your school 
we hope we have inspired you with our ideas! 

Sue Coops and Joyce Stenzel 

DISTRICT 37 BOARD 
 
Director Nicole Fentem   
 nfentem@ilpta-d37.org 
 
Secretary/ Michele Sheppard  
Newsletter mls1960@aol.com 
 
Treasurer Barbara Quinn   
 BQuinnPTA@aol.com  
 
Health/Safety Linda Millar   
 linmillar@comcast.net 
 
Hospitality Terrie Poczatek  
 tpocz@sbcglobal.net 
 
Leadership Tom Goodrich   
 tgoodrich@ync.net    
 
Legislation Paula Saban    
 paulasaban@comcast.net  
 
Membership Liz Chlopowicz   
 chlopie@wowway.com 
 
Parent Ed. Cindy Giambarberee  
 Pcgia@sbcglobal.net 
 
Reflections Joan Scovic   
 jscovic@sbpd.org 
 
Scholarship Jeanne Hamilton  
 hamiltonjeanne@comcast.net 
 
Technology Brent Fentem   
 bfentem@ilpta-d37.org 
 

AHC Sue Coops   
suecoops@yahoo.com 

 
 Joyce Stenzel   

jmstenzel@aol.com 
 

NWSC Lynn Topp   
 Lynnietopp1@aol.com 
 
STC Mary Kay Prusnick  
 mprusnick@hotmail.com
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October 19, 2009 
District 37Annual Meeting RSVP 

 
 
 
Please send your reservation by October 1, 2009 to:  
 

Terrie Poczatek 
1517 Indian Hill Drive 

Schaumburg, IL  60193 
(630)980.8286 

 
 
Please reserve________________tickets for ____________________________________ 
        (Number)                       (Local unit or Council Name)  
 
of  __________________________________________________ for the people listed below. 
   (The Town Your School is in.) 
 
 
Amount enclosed____________________________Check Number_________________ 
       
 
Note:  Each Ticket is $25.00.  Please make checks payable to Illinois PTA District 37. 
border 

Names of Attendees: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


