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From Our Director 
Thank you to everyone who attended the District 37 

Annual Meeting that was held on October 18th. The 

district elected our Director for the 2011-2013 term. 

We were honored with Dr. Vinni Hall, the Secretary 

of the State Board of Education as our keynote 

speaker. We were also able to network across our 

district, hear the beautiful voices of 140 junior high 

students, honor our exceptional units who took the 

time to share their programs with us, hear from our 

Illinois PTA President, Debra Strauss and enjoy a 

nice meal together. It is nights like this one when all 

our units and councils come together for a particular 

purpose, work together, and accomplish our goals 

that remind me why I became a PTA member a long 

time ago.  Our sense of community and love for all 

kids brings us together and allows us to collectively 

be a strong voice for our children, their education 

and ultimately their (and our) future! 

 

KKKuuudddooosss!!! Fairview PTA of Hoffman Estates who was 

presented with our Outstanding Local Honor Unit 

Award for the 2009-1010 year. We also honored 

two other levels of awards: Honor Awards and 

Honorable Mention Awards.  The units who 

accomplished these awards should be extremely 

proud of their efforts as well.  Keep up the great 

work!  If your unit did not receive an award this 

year, please continue to use the PTA mission and 

objects to guide your efforts throughout this year.  

Next year if you fill out an application, we may be 

honoring your PTA at our annual meeting! 

  

Just a reminder, that a majority of the local units in 

District 37 are required to update their bylaws this 

year. Five units have completed the review process. 

A handful more are in the finishing stages. Has your 

PTA begun the process? Please remember that 

bylaws need to be reviewed, submitted to the 

district director, posted, and approved by your  

 

general membership. If your PTA wants to make 

changes to the number or duties of officers that 

must be completed before the nominating 

committee can slate those positions, otherwise, the 

old bylaws will still be in effect. 
 

Please plan ahead! It takes about a week for the 

director’s review and approval. Then the bylaws 

must be posted for 30 days prior to the vote at the 

general membership meeting. There are fifty nine 

units that must complete this process this year. If 

approved bylaws don’t exist, the Illinois PTA 

Bylaws for Local PTA/PTSA Units are in effect for 

your PTA.  
 

Please keep in mind that with so many units 

needing their bylaws updated, the approval process 

may take longer due to the sheer quantity being 

submitted.  We are offering a two part workshop to 

allow PTAs to become comfortable with their 

bylaws and complete them in a less intimidating 

manner.  PTAs who attend the two workshops 

should see a quicker review process and approval 

due to the understanding that they gain by attending 

the training. 
 

Lastly, the Illinois PTA 109th Annual Convention 

will be held on March 11-14, 2011 at the Marriott in 

Schaumburg, IL. Friday will feature a vendor 

exhibits and the awards event. There will be 

leadership training opportunities at various times 

throughout the weekend. Convention is an 

appropriate use of PTA funds. Please plan to attend 

and have your PTA represented. Watch the Illinois 

PTA website (www.illinoispta.org) for updated 

information. 

 

Nicole  

Nicole Fentem 

Illinois PTA District 37 Director 

 

http://www.ilpta-d37.org/
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TREASURER – Barb Quinn 

IS YOUR BUDGET ON TRACK? 

 

By now, the fall activities of your 

PTA are in full swing.  It is time to 

take stock of where you are in 

relation to your adopted budget.  So, 

let's take the time to outline a few 

areas that you can use to measure 

your progress: 

 

 Membership:  have you developed a strong 

message to send to your school community 

about the importance of being a voice for 

every child?  How close are you to reaching 

your membership goal for the year? Are you 

continuing to ask people to join your PTA--

either through your newsletters, website or 

personal contacts?  Have you written to past 

PTA members reminding them that the new 

membership year is here?   

 

 Fund raising projects:  are the activities 

you have completed reaching the projected 

income levels?  Have you added any new 

activities to raise funds?  How do those 

activities align with your goals as an 

association?  Is your community supporting 

your goals?  Are you evaluating the 

programs and projects you undertake? 

 

 Checks and balances:  do you have a check 

and balance system in place to review the 

regularly presented financial reports?  Is 

someone other than the treasurer reviewing 

the bank statements before they are 

reconciled?  Do PTA members have an 

opportunity to ask questions about the 

financial reports?  Do you know who to ask 

for advice when you are not sure about how 

to handle special circumstances, like 

returned checks or undistributed items? 

PTA provides you with the tools you need to 

successfully manage the funds of the association.  If 

you are not familiar with those tools, please plan to 

attend workshops offered by District 37 and the 

councils within the District. 

 

Just a reminder, that all 501 c 3 associations are 

required to file some informational return with the 

Internal Revenue Service annually.  This report is 

due by the 15th day of the 5th month following the 

close of your fiscal year.  So, if your fiscal year 

ended June 30, 2010, your report will be due to the 

IRS by 11/15/10.  Should you need further 

information about reporting, please check the 

Money Matters course materials or the IRS website. 
 

Barb Quinn, Treasurer, District 37 

bquinnpta@aol.com 

 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

 

November 3, 2010 – Bylaws Workshop I 

 6:30 PM registration 

 SD 25 Administration Building, AH 

 

November 15, 2010 – Bylaws Workshop I 

 6:45 PM registration 

   Mead Jr. High, SCH 

 

January 10, 2011 – Bylaws Computer Workshop II 

 6:30 PM, 

 Rauch Center, SCH 

 

January 19, 2011 – Nominating Workshop 

 6:30 PM, 

 SD54 office, SCH 

 

January 25, 2011 – Bylaws Computer Workshop II 

 6:30 PM, 

 Olive-Mary Stitt School, AH 

 

March 2, 2011 – Reflections Reception,  

 7:00 PM 

 Olive-Mary Stitt School, AH 

 

March 11-14, 2011 – Illinois PTA Convention 

 Marriott, Schaumburg 

  

 

mailto:bquinnpta@aol.com
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MEMBERSHIP – Get in the Games! 

“Membership is everyone’s business.”   
 

Your PTA is part of the decision-making team for 

your school. This team includes your 

administrator/principal, teachers, and your PTA 

members. 
 

Who Can Be In Your PTA? 
EVERYONE who cares about children and youth 

is a potential resource  

You will want to enroll...  
• parents  

• teachers  

• administrators  

• school staff (secretaries, food staff, 

custodians, aides, etc.)  

• past presidents (to vote, they must join each 

year)  

• past members (to vote, they must join each 

year)  

• students  

• relatives of children in the school  

• Life Members*  

These may not be so obvious...  
• school administrative district office personnel  

• pupil service center personnel  

• scout leaders/ Campfire leaders—at all levels 

civic, community and conservation  

• council leaders and board members  

• Board of Education members  

People living or working in your community...  

All residents of the community  
• Elected officials  

√ Local government officials  

√ State representative and senators  

√ Congressional representatives and senators  

√ Other government officials who serve or live 

in your community or school district  

• Community business establishments, their owners 

and employees  

• Service groups  

• Education Organization members in your 

community  
 

More ideas for membership can be downloaded 

from our website at: www.ilpta-d37.org.  Look in 

the Membership section.  

 
Source: Illinois PTA Membership Marketing Guide, p.14  

 

 
 

 
 

Kick Off - Make sure to pay dues. 
July, August, September and October 

Submit report by November 15, 2010. 

 

Winning unit receives a free registration to Illinois 

PTA 2011 Convention in Schaumburg. 
 

Tip Off – Get Community Members! 
November, December, January 

Submit report by February 15, 2011. 

 

Winning unit receives two free registrations to the 

Illinois PTA 2011 Convention in Schaumburg with 

a hotel room for Friday night. 

 

Face Off – Get Male volunteers! 
February, March, April 

Submit report by May 15, 2011. 

 

Winning unit receives one free meal at the 2011 

District 37 Annual Meeting in October, 2011. 

 

Grand Slam – Attend Convention! 
May and June 

Submit report by July 15, 2011. 

 

Winning unit receives two free meals at the 2011 

District 37 Annual Meeting in October, 2011. 
 

Help us reach our goal of a 3.7% increase in 

membership district-wide so we can enjoy an all 

family game day.  More information is available on 

the District 37 website:  www.ilpta-d37.org. 

http://www.ilpta-d37.org/
http://www.ilpta-d37.org/
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NEWSLETTER – Michele Sheppard 

From: PTA Partners in Leadership, August 2010 

Can I Reprint This? 

PTAs are welcome to reprint 

PTA-authored newsletter articles 

from PTA Partners in 

Leadership, PTA Local Leader 

News, and PTA Parent in their 

publications. Both state and local 

PTAs may reprint National PTA articles for PTA 

purposes, so long as they include proper attribution. 

All reprinted PTA articles must include the 

following credit line: Reprinted with permission 

from National PTA. 

When appropriate, also include the publication title 

and date to educate readers about the PTA resources 

available. For example, when reprinting a PTA 

Local Leader News article in your state newsletter 

or website, the credit line would read: Reprinted 

with permission from National PTA, PTA Local 

Leader News, June 2010, http://pta.org/2180.asp. 

The credit line for a reprinted PTA Parent article 

might read: Reprinted with permission from 

National PTA, PTA Parent, August 2010. Sign up 

at PTA.org. 

Please note: To reprint articles from non-PTA 

sources, you must seek permission from the author 

or originating organization. These articles will have 

either a byline with attribution at the beginning of 

the article or a "reprinted with permission" 

statement at the end, or both. 

 

ILLINOIS PTA NEWS 
 

Check out the Illinois PTA website  

http://www.illinoispta.org/ for  the article from the 

Illinois State Board of Education regarding Parent 

Engagement.  The National PTA Three for Me 

Program is a great way to promote parent 

engagement in your PTA unit. 

 

Also explore the calendars for upcoming training 

course being offered around the state.  You are 

welcome to attend any of these courses. 

 

HOSPITALITY, Terrie Poczatek 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY – Brent Fentem 
Texting While Driving: Parents' Role in 

Prevention      
By: Randy Craig, National PTA Editorial Manager  

 

Distracted driving has become such a safety threat 

that the U.S. Department of Transportation called a 

summit to address the issue September 30. One of 

the results was a DOT promise to work with 

Congress to: 

 Permanently restrict the use of cell phones 

and other electronic devices in rail 

operations  

 Ban text messaging and restrict use of cell 

phones by truck drivers and interstate bus 

operators  

 Ban school bus drivers convicted of texting 

while driving from holding commercial 

driver’s licenses. 

Federal action won’t solve the problem overnight. 

But drivers and parents of drivers can act now to 

reduce the dangers of distracted driving, especially 

texting while driving.  

The problem of texting while driving is especially 

critical among teen drivers. National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration data shows that the 

age group with the greatest proportion of distracted 

drivers was the under-20 age group.  David Melton, 

director of transportation consulting services for the 

Liberty Mutual Research  Institute  for  Safety,  said  

 

What a great time was had at ―Wild 

about PTA‖!!! Thank you to everyone 

who made this year so much fun. 

Thanks to Nicole Fentem, Joan Scovic, 

Boy Scout Troop 496, and the Jane 

Addams Choir. I hope all had a great 

time too. I am looking forward to 

seeing everyone at Caucus. Thank you 

for allowing me to be a part of this 

great community; it is truly an honor.  

Terrie  

 

http://npta.sparklist.com/t/1801817/45447172/1962/0/
http://www.illinoispta.org/
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TECHNOLOGY – Brent Fentem, cont’d 
the first thing parents can do is discuss texting with 

their kids. Do they know just how much their kids 

text now? Melton said parents should look at the 

phone bill and bring the issue of texting 

while driving to their teens’ 

attention.  

The most important thing 

parents can do—which not 

many parents are doing, 

apparently—is setting a 

good example for safe 

driving, Melton said. A Liberty Mutual Insurance 

survey showed that 69 percent of parents of teen 

drivers practice at least two dangerous or distracting 

behaviors while driving. Nearly half perform at 

least three distracting behaviors such as texting. 

Dads are especially guilty, as 75 percent of fathers 

surveyed admitted they were guilty of at least two 

distracting behaviors while driving.  

―Young kids have seen us exhibit bad behaviors,‖ 

Melton said. ―No matter what we tell them about 

safe driving how can they believe we’re serious 

about it? We must become good examples. Teens 

get safe driving examples from many sources but no 

one more than mom or dad.‖ 

Parents can also encourage driving safety by 

making cell phone use practical, Melton said. Some 

tips on safe driving and cell phone use: 

 When you know your teen might be driving, 

don’t just call to visit.  

 Before starting the content of a call, ask the 

teen if she is driving. If she is, tell her to pull 

over and call her back.  

 If you need to talk to your teen, make the 

call short. Don’t have emotional 

conversations or make critical decisions 

over the cell phone.  

Tools are available for parents to promote safe 

driving. The Students Against Destructive 

Decisions group offers a safe driving contract that 

parents and their children can sign to encourage safe 

driving.  

Melton encourages parents to perform a 

―commentary drive,‖ an exercise with their teen 

drivers to reinforce the dangers of texting while 

driving. The parent should drive with the teen in the 

passenger seat and take an unfamiliar route. The 

teen should start texting and, at the same time, 

describe two things: 

 what he or she sees  

 how he or she would respond.  

Parents should pay attention to the potential hazards 

the child is missing—a hidden driveway, children 

playing near the street, etc.—and point them out to 

the teen.  

 ―Everybody thinks they can multitask. Research 

proves we’re not as adept as we think,‖ Melton said.  

PTAs can encourage driving safety by linking 

parents with these tips and safe driving tools, 

Melton said. They can also advocate ―intolerance‖ 

for texting while driving and other distracted 

driving behaviors exhibited by school bus drivers or 

other employees on school business.  

―Most experts agree that you make more decisions 

while driving than at any other time of the day. To 

slow down, to speed up involves multiple decisions 

and you make hundreds and hundreds of decisions 

every mile,‖ Melton said. ―If any of those decisions 

are made or not made while distracted they can 

indeed lead to an emergency where you may get out 

of it or you may not.‖ 

What about driver education and training? Melton 

said there really isn’t much more education that can 

be done, as safe driving training is fairly prevalent 

and readily available. The key is making safe 

driving a habit and an expectation.  

―I really believe that people know how to drive 

safely but they choose not to,‖ he said. ―If they 

choose not to, you don’t have a training problem 

you have a management problem. And in a family 

guess who the managers are? Mom and dad.‖ 

PTA Resources 

Our Children article on teen driving safety 

Cell Phone Safety Tipsheet 

 

Other Resources 
U.S. Department of Transportation Distracted Driving Summit 
Road & Travel Magazine: ―Teach Teens Dangers of Texting 

While Driving‖ 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Teen Driver 

Safety Resource 

 

http://www.sadd.org/contract.htm
http://www.pta.org/2878.htm
http://www.pta.org/Documents/Cellphone_Tipsheet.pdf
http://www.rita.dot.gov/distracted_driving_summit/
http://www.roadandtravel.com/safetyandsecurity/teensandtots/2008/text-while-driving.htm
http://www.roadandtravel.com/safetyandsecurity/teensandtots/2008/text-while-driving.htm
http://bit.ly/ibxA5
http://bit.ly/ibxA5
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LEGISLATION – Matthew Rodriguez 

Hello and Welcome, 

As a new Legislation Chairman I 

would like to keep you informed on 

as much as I can. Please know that 

I am here for you should you have 

any questions, comments, or 

concerns, please do not hesitate to 

call me, text me, email me, as you 

wish. tazcubano@aol.com 

I thought this information might be interesting for 

you all. 

 FBI Offers Free Program on Internet Safety for 

Youth  

The Federal Bureau of Investigations is offering a 

free program aimed at keeping students safe online. 

The FBI-SOS (Safe Online Surfing) Internet 

Challenge provides internet safety information to 

students in third through eighth grade. (High school 

materials should be available by the end of the 

year.)   

The FBI-SOS program features web-based quizzes 

aimed at promoting online safety and cyber 

citizenship. Topics, which vary based on grade 

levels, include cyberbullying, protecting personal 

information, online predators, and copyright and 

fair use.   

To participate, teachers or administrators need to 

register the school at http://fbi-sos.org, and then 

students can register under their school name. 

Students take a grade-specific pre-quiz, followed by 

a ―Scavenger Hunt‖ and then a post-quiz. The 

Scavenger Hunt sends students to pre-screened 

websites to search for valuable information. Awards 

include a trophy for the highest-scoring schools. For 

more information about the program, visit http://fbi-

sos.org.   

In Illinois, Public Act 095-0869 

(http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.

asp?Name=095-0869) mandates internet safety 

education for grades 3-12. 

Provided by: 

Tim Murphy, Public Information, Illinois State 

Board of Education, 100 N. First St., Springfield, IL 

62777. Phone: (217) 782-4648 Fax: (217) 782-3097 

E-mail: tmurphy@isbe.net Thank you, Mr. 

Murphy!! 

REFLECTIONS – Joan Scovic 
 

―A work of art is above all an 

adventure of the mind.‖  ~ Eugene 

Ionescu, French playwright 

 

I would like to begin this month by thanking all of 

the students who have been adventurous enough to 

share their artistic visions with us all through 

participation in the National PTA Reflections 

program.  As talented as these young artists are, the 

program would not be possible without the 

guidance and assistance of the Reflections Chairs at 

the PTA local units throughout District 37.  So I 

would also like to thank these dedicated individuals 

who volunteer to help lead our young and 

adventurous artists through this journey.  

 

It is an exciting time of year for the Reflections 

program and we are all very privileged to be invited 

to join the adventure.  We hope that you will mark 

your calendars and will be able join us. . . 

 

November 12:   Local unit deadline to have 

portfolios to the council level 

November 22: Schaumburg Township Council 

Reflections Exhibit at Keller 

Junior High (7pm) 

December 10: Deadline for council chairs and 

non-council units to deliver 

portfolios to D37 

February 28: Northwest Suburban Council 

Reflections Showcase at Carl 

Sandburg Junior High (6pm 

gallery, 7pm meeting and 

student recognition) 

March 2: District 37 Reflections Reception 

at Olive Mary Stitt School in 

Arlington Heights 

March 11-13: Reflections Exhibit at the Illinois 

State PTA Convention 

April 6: Arlington Heights Cultural Arts 

Fair at Thomas Middle 

School 

 

mailto:tazcubano@aol.com
http://fbi-sos.org/
http://fbi-sos.org/
http://fbi-sos.org/
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=095-0869
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/fulltext.asp?Name=095-0869
mailto:tmurphy@isbe.net
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SECRETARY – Michele Sheppard 

Source: http://non-profit-

governance.suite101.com/article.cfm/h

ow_to_take_meeting_minutes 
 

Follow the format of the 

sample meeting minute 

template below to help you 

record meeting minutes. 

 

Name of Organization 

Board Meeting Minutes: Month Day, Year 

Time and location 

Present: Name board members in attendance. 

Absent: Name absent board members.  

Others Present: List any organizational staff and 

guests and their affiliations here. 

Proceedings: 

 Meeting called to order at (time) by (person, 

usually the chair)  

 Minutes from (prior meeting date) amended 

and approved. 

 Subcommittee Reports – (highlights of 

information presented and discussions had) 

 Any action taken. For instance, MOTION to 

(do action); seconded and passed.  

 Meeting adjourned at (time) 

Future Business: 

Here is a place to remind people of: 

 conversations that were tabled until next 

time,  

 possible agendas for upcoming meetings,  

 assignments that board members have taken 

on  

Minutes submitted by (name) 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY - Lynn Topp 
Earn Your Presidential Active Lifestyle Award 

 

Posted on www.letsmove.gov/blog by Kori Schulman on 

September 10, 2010  
 

Everyone has a part to play in improving nutrition, 

physical activity and health of our families and 

communities. Kids and families across the country 

are invited to join First Lady Michelle Obama in 

participating in the President’s Challenge. 

―To show everyone just how much fun it can be, I 

will be working to earn my Active Lifestyle 

Award.  I’m going to do it. And I want kids across 

the country to join me.‖ – First Lady Michelle 

Obama 

Physical activity is an essential component of a 

healthy lifestyle. Adding more activity to your daily 

life can be easy and fun – and now you can earn an 

award for being active. To earn your Presidential 

Active Lifestyle Award (PALA), all you need to do 

is document your active exercise each day 

(60 minutes/day for children and 30 minutes/day for 

adults), 5 days a week, for six weeks. 

Join the President’s Active Lifestyle Program, 

here’s how: 
1. Make the commitment (this can be a family 

or team effort) 

2. Sign up online, print the activity log PDF or 

start a group 

3. Log your activity 

4. Earn your award 
 

With over 100 activities to 

choose from, there’s 

something for 

everyone! Record your activities and track your 

progress for 60 minutes a day/ 5 days a week for 

youths under the age of 18 or 30 minutes a day for 

adults. You can even compare your progress with 

others who are taking the President’s Challenge. 

The President’s Challenge not only helps you stay 

active – it also gives you a little extra motivation 

while you’re at it. That’s because you can 

earn special Presidential awards recognizing your 

accomplishments. 

We’ll be updating this blog post with the First 

Lady’s progress, so check back.  

Visit www.PresidentsChallenge.org to learn more. 

http://non-profit-governance.suite101.com/article.cfm/how_to_take_meeting_minutes
http://non-profit-governance.suite101.com/article.cfm/how_to_take_meeting_minutes
http://non-profit-governance.suite101.com/article.cfm/how_to_take_meeting_minutes
http://www.letsmove.gov/blog
http://www.presidentschallenge.net/login/register_individual.aspx
http://www.presidentschallenge.org/tools-resources/docs/PALA_log.pdf
http://www.presidentschallenge.net/group_admin/register.aspx
http://www.presidentschallenge.org/
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SCHOLARSHIP, Jeanne Hamilton 
 

Illinois State PTA’s Lillian E. Glover Scholarship 

information has been updated and is available on 

the Illinois State PTA website:  

www.illinoispta.org.  The Illinois PTA Lillian E. 

Glover Scholarship program assists students 

seeking education or education related degrees in 

college and fill the ranks of our future teachers.  

Annually this program awards over $20,000 in 

scholarships. 

 

Please get the word out through your local 

newsletters to promote this scholarship program for 

families with high school seniors that might be 

pursuing education degrees.    Like last year two 

scholarships will be given in each of the Illinois 

PTA’s five Field Service Areas.  Last year one of 

the recipients awarded was from PTA District 37:  

Danielle Vetter of Schaumburg High School.  

Congratulations Danielle! 

 

One thing is for sure.  All units need to support the 

Scholarship program.  If every PTA unit would 

budget $75.00 annually for the program, it would 

ensure the funding of this vital program!  I hope all 

District 37 PTA units will take up this challenge 

that supports the next generation of teachers! 

 

DISTRICT 37 COUNCIL CORNER 

 

Schaumburg Township Council of PTAs 
 

At our first general meeting of the year, we hosted 

Illinois Attorney General Office Internet Safety 

Specialist Sarah Migas.  She had a very informative 

and eye opening presentation on children’s internet 

and cell phone usage.  One tip Sarah mentioned is 

to think of the letter ―P‖ when you surf the internet.  

Students should know that anything posted online is 

both public and permanent, which is why it is 

important to think before you post.  Besides internet 

safety, she talked about Cyber Bullying.  Did you 

know 58% of kids admit that someone has said 

mean or hurtful things to them online?   If you 

would like to learn more about Cyber Bullying, 

please look at the Illinois Attorney General’s 

website:  www.ebully411.com 

 

Along with hosting informational programs, we also 

hope to encourage parents to take a more 

meaningful role with their children through our 

STC Parent Enrichment Library.  All parents are 

welcome to browse and check out over 100 books!   

Lastly, I would like to thank all twenty-seven 

schools and the District 54 Administration and 

School Board for attending the District 37 Fall 

Conference Dinner! 

Kathy Pritscher 

STC President 

Northwest Suburban Council of PTAs 

Northwest Suburban Council is off to a great start!  

At our first general membership meeting on 

September 27, we hosted a program for parents on 

―Homework Motivation and Tips‖ to help get their 

children on track for a successful year.  District 15 

social workers and staff from the Department of 

Instruction shared tips on helping struggling 

learners, dealing with procrastination, setting up a 

good study environment, and finding some reliable 

websites for research or skills practice.  We learned 

that homework skills are truly life skills: teaching 

students about time management, organization, 

coping skills and consequences will pay off even 

into adulthood.   

 

This year we are excited to announce the return of 

our SPARK (Special education Parents Accessing 

Resources and Knowledge) committee to serve 

parents of students with special needs.  NWSC’s 

SPARK Committee Chair Ani Erickson has set up 

monthly programs for parents.  Topics this fall 

include estate planning, how to translate IEP goals 

to home life and the MAPS process to plan a 

student’s future.   

 

One of our goals is to increase communication and 

cooperation among local units – so in October, 

January and March, we take our presidents’ meeting 

on the road to one of the schools.  The principal 

tells us about the student population and any special 

programs and then leads us on a tour of the 

building.  This really helps us see firsthand the 

similarities and differences among our schools and 

can give us ideas to take back to our own PTAs.  

It’s a great opportunity to learn from each other.   

Tracey Coleman 

NWSC President 

http://www.illinoispta.org/
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DISTRICT 37 COUNCIL CORNER, 

continued 

 

Arlington Heights Council of PTAs 
 

NEW EVENTS FOR ARLINGTON HEIGHTS 

COUNCIL: 

 

 Arlington Heights Council was given a wonderful 

opportunity this year to be able to work together 

with the Arlington Heights Police Department on a 

special event, ―Family Internet Safety Night‖ which 

took place on Tuesday, October 5
th

, 2010 at South 

Middle School in Arlington Heights, IL.   Our K-8
th

 

grade families where invited to South Middle 

School and while the children attended internet 

safety activities planned and staffed by our PTA 

volunteers their parents where able to listen to our 

two presenters for the evening.   Our presenters 

where Kathleen Muldoon, Cook County Assistant 

States Attorney, Internet Crimes Against Children 

and Kathleen McGowan, Cook County Internet 

Crimes Against Children Task Force.  Both 

presenters spoke to our parents about the 

importance of Family Internet Safety.  The evening 

was a great success and we had a wonderful turnout 

of District 25 families.  

 

We are currently in the planning stages of our next 

Council PTA event coming up on November 17
th

, 

2010; we will be working with Arlington Heights 

School District 25 to present our first ―Family 

Wellness Fair‖.   This event will also be held at 

South Middle School.   Our Council 1
st
 Vice 

President Jody Stautzenbach is working together 

with the Director of District 25 Food Services, 

Colette Hines-Newell to plan a wonderful and 

educational evening, which will be based on 

guidelines from our First Lady, Michelle Obama’s,‖ 

Lets Move Initiative‖.  This event will consist of a 

wide variety of activities for adults and children, 

including healthy food samples, menu planning, 

health information and physical fitness and activity 

stations.  Upon entry to the event, each student will 

receive a ―passport‖ to encourage students to visit a 

variety of activities and informational stations.  

Students who obtain stamps from at least one 

activity/booth in each of many categories will have 

their passport put into a drawing for prizes.  We 

look forward to sharing our success of the event 

with you in future District 37 Dialogues.  
 

We hope that we have inspired your Council with 

our new events! 

Sue Coops and Joyce Stenzel 

AHC Co-presidents 

 

LOCAL UNIT … IN THE SPOTLIGHT 

 
Fairview PTA in Hoffman Estates 

promoted the following PTA object 

last year: To bring into closer 

relation the home and the school, 

that parents and teachers may 

cooperate intelligently in the education of 

children and youth. 
 

Here is what they did and how they accomplished 

it: 
 

Our enrichment committee for the first time hosted 

―Summer Enrichment Night‖.  This well attended 

inaugural event took place May 2010. In 

conjunction with the PTA and Teachers a program 

was put together to outline the importance of 

continuing the education experience thru the dog 

days of summer.  All too often we hear about how 

much students forget from the time they leave 

school in June until they return in late August.  To 

combat this downward trend the PTA joined forces 

with the teachers to create an evening where parents 

attended mini-class presentations for grade 

appropriate topics.  The staff put together 

presentations on the importance of reading, writing 

and math and introduced concepts to parents to 

make these topics fun and keep students active thru 

out the summer.   These breakout sessions allowed 

for parents to ask questions and learn more about 

the education process.  There were parents attending 

that we had never seen before. 

While parents attended these mini-lectures their 

children spent an entertaining evening in the gym.  

The gym was setup in various sections.  The reading 

corner where an adult volunteer read out loud a 

children’s book, board game corner where checkers, 

chess, scrabble and other games that required 

thinking but were fun, the gym teacher held several 

sessions on health and fitness.  She showed the kids 

how to stay in shape and encouraged them to stay 

active over the summer.   
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LOCAL UNIT SPOTLIGHT - continued 
She demonstrated varies exercises in a group setting 

and encouraged them to keep a log on their training.  

The final area was the dance revolution station 

where kids had a dance off.  Sometimes having fun 

and being active is just plain fun. 

For attending the event all children received a 

FREE book to kick off a wonderful summer of 

reading.  Every child got to choose their own book. 
 

What is your PTA doing this year to promote one or 

more of the PTA Objects/Purposes?   

 
NATIONAL PTA NEWS 

Education Nation Scorecard — An Important 

Tool for Parents 

National PTA partnered with NBC News, 

GreatSchools, the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation, and other organizations to create the 

Education Nation Scorecard. The tool provides 

useful, clearly understandable information about 

performance at individual schools, in districts, states 

and for the nation as a whole.    

Parents can use the tool to look up their child's 

school and to see how it is doing compared to 

schools in the community, district, state, and nation. 

Parents can also use it to view graduation rates, 

NAEP scores, and to see if your state has adopted 

the Common Core State Standards, among other 

things. More importantly, parents can use this 

information to have conversations with their child's 

teacher to find out how they can support their 

child's education. Parents can find a list of questions 

on the scorecard under "What Can I Do?" to help 

start the conversation with your child's teacher or 

principal. Visit the Education Nation Scorecard at 

NBCScorecard.greatschools.org. 

 

 

WANTED  

DDiissttrriicctt  3377  MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  CChhaaiirr  

Help us promote membership in the 61 local 

units in District 37.  Share your knowledge and 

have fun being a part of our board. 

DISTRICT 37 BOARD 
 

Director Nicole Fentem   

 nfentem@ilpta-d37.org 

 

Secretary/ Michele Sheppard  

Newsletter mls1960@aol.com 

 

Treasurer Barbara Quinn   

 BQuinnPTA@aol.com  

 

Health/Safety Lynn Topp   

 Lynnietopp1@aol.com 

 

Hospitality Terrie Poczatek  

 tpocz@sbcglobal.net 

 

Leadership Tom Goodrich   

 tgoodrich@ync.net    

 

Legislation Matthew Rodriguez  

 tazcubano@aol.com 

 

Membership OPEN  

  

Parent Ed. Cindy Giambarberee  

 Pcgia@sbcglobal.net 

 

Reflections Joan Scovic   

 thescovics@hotmail.com 

 

Scholarship Jeanne Hamilton  

 hamiltonjeanne@comcast.net 

 

Technology Brent Fentem   

 bfentem@ilpta-d37.org 

 

AHC Sue Coops   

suecoops@yahoo.com 

 

 Joyce Stenzel   

jmstenzel@aol.com 

 

NWSC Tracey Coleman  

 traceykcoleman@sbcglobal.net 

 

STC Kathy Pritcher   

 Pritpace@aol.com 

 

 

http://www.pta.org/ccssi
http://nbcscorecard.greatschools.org/
mailto:Pcgia@sbcglobal.net
mailto:thescovics@hotmail.com
mailto:bfentem@ilpta-d37.org
mailto:suecoops@yahoo.com
mailto:jmstenzel@aol.com
mailto:traceykcoleman@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Pritpace@aol.com

